
 

27 September 2019, Brussels 

To: President-elect, European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen 

CC: Commissioners-designate,  Margaritis Schinas, Helena Dalli, Ylva Johansson 

Dear Ms von der Leyen, 

We, the Radical Girlsss, are a group of young feminist women in the European 
Network of Migrant Women (ENoMW), fighting for radical societal transformation to 
free girls and women from patriarchal structures and mentalities. Our priority is to 
advocate collectively for women’s dignity and rights, with an emphasis on young 
migrant women and girls. 

We would like to congratulate you on your appointment as President of the European 
Commission, but also share our concern on the mandate of some of the proposed 
Commissioners.  

Firstly, we find it worrisome to have a Vice-President of the European Commission 
with an mandate to "Protect our European way of life” as too many regressive forces 
in Europe have instrumentalised the “European idea” to undermine the values this 
idea must stand for. Additionally, even though we welcome the creation of a specific 
portfolio for Equality, we are also concerned that it risks being too generic and to 
invisibilise one of the main principles of the EU - the equality between women and 
men. Finally, we are concerned how effectively the Home Affairs portfolio will meet 
the needs of female migrants, many of whom are victims of violence, including 
trafficking. 

As the President of EC and as a woman, you would know that during World War II, 
armies of all colours committed multiple sexual atrocities, including rape, sexual 
mutilation, forced nudity, and forced abortion. Tens of thousands of women were 
raped and subjected to sexual slavery and violence in Bosnia, between 1994 and 
1995, as part of an ethnic cleansing. This is widely documented in the criminal 
proceedings, as is the fact that these crimes were not effectively prosecuted. 

The scarcity of convictions contrasts starkly with the large-scale perpetration of 
violence against women, leaving behind an historic trail of impunity that cannot be 
ignored. It can also not be ignored that today, our enjoyment of human rights as 
women is put in jeopardy all over Europe, as our sex-based rights keep being 
questioned while women remain the most affected by violence and economic 
inequality. These inequalities are exacerbated in the case of migrant women, who, 
other than running from conflict-related violence,  first of all, flee sex- and gender-
based persecution, are at risk of male violence while in transit, face multiple re-
victimisations through the European asylum system and lack the women-specific 
support and resources in social and economic integration. 
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This impunity is not due to European laws not being suited to protect women’s 
human rights. In Europe we have a strong body of legislation committed to 
guaranteeing fundamental rights and freedoms for all, and women’s rights in 
particular. “Sex” is recognised as grounds for discrimination and remains one of the 
major protected characteristics, entrenched in the European Charter for 
Fundamental Rights and national legislatures. Despite that, too often the legal 
operators do not apply it in their daily work. Interpretations and rulings, blind to the 
reality of discrimination of women, result in the perpetuation of systemic violence. 
This is particularly prevalent in the migration, asylum, integration, where sex-
disaggregated data collection is not enforced, Violence against Women is not treated 
as a crime, and, the legal template for a “migrant/refugee” remains a “migrant/
refugee man”. 

In contrast, outside of Europe we can find truly progressive examples, such as the 
Interamerican Court of Human Rights and the Belem do Pará Convention, that have 
set milestones by explicitly calling out the harmful consequences of gender-
stereotyping, identifying violence against women as “institutionalized violence” or 
issuing strong reparation judgements from the feminist perspective. This is why we 
believe that, by naming the portfolio assigned with migration and security 
“Protecting Our European way of life”, as well as by creating a generic “Equality” 
portfolio, the European Commission risks to embrace a position that is purposefully 
blind to our own flaws. It also leaves no room for improvement and learning from 
other supranational realities. 

This is why Radical Girlsss would like to take this opportunity to ask you to make it a 
priority of the European Commission to protect ALL the women who are born, arrive 
and live in Europe. Because the Europe of equality, the rule of law and the 
safeguarding of human rights that you recently cited, has failed women countless 
times, and today we continue to be discriminated against, murdered, raped, 
tortured, prostituted and enslaved.  

We ask you to take a stand towards the effective implementation of the laws that 
are meant to protect us and take into account sex-based rights, sex- and gender-
based discrimination, within all your portfolios, including the ones dealing with 
migration, so that “the European way of live” becomes safe and respectful of 
women’s Human Rights. 

On behalf of Radical Girlsss 

Noura Raad 

Co-President of ENOMW  

noura@migrantwomennetwork.org 

Adriana S.Thiago  

Co-Convenor of Radical Girlsss 

adriana@migrantwomennetwork.org 

Réseau Européen des Femmes Migrantes. 10, Rue du Méridien, 1210, Brussels, Belgium 
T: 00 32 2 223 38 11 www.migrantwomennetwork.org

https://twitter.com/vonderleyen/status/1172198617509191680?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed&ref_url=https://www.euronews.com/2019/09/11/commissioner-for-european-way-of-life-attracts-criticism-as-pandering-to-the-far-right

